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3.2. Summary

This document is a collection of reports entitled the “Investigation of the Damage to Folk Cultur-
al Assets from the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami.” The Miyagi Prefecture Regional Heritage
Rebuilding Executive Committee delegated the research contained in this collection to be carried out
after the coastal areas of Miyagi Prefecture suffered catastrophic damage from the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami on March 11,201 1.This collection of reports records the current state of folk
culture and is specifically is concerned with how the disaster has affected the entertainment, festivals,
local businesses, and customs of the regional societies in the area.The study covered each regional so-
ciety on the coast of Miyagi Prefecture from Kesennuma to Yamamoto. This collection of reports aims
to present an overview of the current status of the rebuilding process in these regional societies in the
aftermath of the disaster, and covers the administration policies involved in promoting the regional so-
ciety rebuilding process for the afflicted areas as well as the extent of damage to folk culture. Through
this investigative study, we have sought to provide a resource for regional societies, government, re-
searchers in related areas, as well as outside parties to discuss and examine the role of folk culture in
the rebuilding process of regional societies following the disaster.

Needless to say, there is a great variety of folk culture and entertainment in Miyagi Prefecture.
Traditional performing arts are a notable example, yet even within the prefecture each type of tradi-
tional performing art has a different organizational structure and history. Suzume odori (the sparrow
dance) performed every May at the Aoba Festival in Sendai is relatively new and organized systemati-
cally for recreational purposes while the Kagura sacred music and dancing at shrines that is performed
mainly in agriculture and fishing regions, has been preserved, passed down, and developed over many
generations. Other traditional performances are held at annual traditional events and religious fes-
tivals. Some performing arts are related to specific local agriculture or fishing activities. All of them
somehow have historical significance and play a crucial role in the revitalization of the local commu-
nity. Folk culture incorporates group activities and events, habitual behaviors, and religious practices for
residents within a region.

The focus of this study encompasses the domain of traditions such as folk entertainment, festivals,
annual events, and customs related to agriculture and fishing. The reason for this is because the dam-
age from the tsunami was much more extensive in rural districts than in urban areas.These rural dis-
tricts are mainly reliant on agriculture and fishing and comprise relatively small regional communities,
and the small townships retain their own traditional forms of entertainment, which are in some cases
certified by the country/prefecture/city as an intangible folk cultural asset. Taking these points into
consideration, the folk cultures of the areas affected by the tsunami disaster have played important
roles in regional identity, cultural self-image, scholastic education, and the personal development of the
residents. Above all, it is clear that information concerning damage to the state of the traditional folk
culture must be investigated in a manner that reflects the importance of these local customs.

Specifically, we thought it would be necessary to clarify the extent of the earthquake and tsunami
damage from the perspective of those who have ensured that folk culture has played an important role
in their communities. This includes followers and performers of folk culture, organizations that support
folk culture activities, regional societies that pass down traditions through entertainment and festivals,
and schools attended by local children. In addition, we decided it would be necessary to interview local
residents in order to understand the current extent of damage to articles used in entertainment such
as costumes and instruments, as well as the status of physical venues where these activities are held.

Firstly, this study is primarily a record of damage to folk culture based on the specific issues dis-
cussed above. Our research investigated each of the coastal regions of Miyagi prefecture that were
damaged by the tsunami, and records were created from interviews with the residents who practice

folk culture. Following the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, many reports have documented
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the disaster and the experiences of the residents in the affected areas. As an addition to those re-
cords, this collection of reports is a comprehensive damage record of folk culture, especially intangi-
ble cultural assets. Due to restrictions in time, a sufficient amount of interviews were not collected
and an analysis of the data could not be conducted. However, this study presents a record of the
damages as related by those who are most intimately involved with these important cultural assets
and illustrated what these residents are striving for following the disaster.

Secondly, our goal for this collection of reports is that is should become a basic source of
information for regional rebuilding following the tsunami damage and the rebuilding process. The
rebuilding of a regional society is a coordinated effort between local residents, local administration,
and external aid organizations or individuals. VWWe thought that a reference would be necessary for
the residents, regional societies, government, and external parties involved in related research to
discuss and examine the purpose of folk culture and what kind of place it can hold in the future.

Researchers in the fields of cultural anthropology, folklore, religious studies, environmental
sociology, and area studies conducted the study; however, all of the researchers shared a common
focus in qualitative field research. The reports on regional societies are based on records of inter-
views with the people who practice or are otherwise involved in folk culture as well as records
taken from participation in and observation of folk culture events. The survey period of this study
is from November |, 2011 to March 30, 2012. In actuality, the survey period lasted roughly three
months, and comprised twenty registered surveyors and ten assistant surveyors including students.
The surveyors visited the affected regional societies, and thirty surveyors interviewed |35 people
over a period of 68 days.The data collected in the survey amounted to a total of about 1200 writ-
ten pages (in the popular Japanese style manuscript paper) of transcribed interviews. The specific
accomplishments are indicated in the second part of this record. Notable reports are presented
that cover twenty regional societies located on the coastal regions of Miyagi prefecture.

Lastly, the author would like to express some personal thoughts from organizing this survey
project. The author’s area of specialty is cultural anthropology and research in this field usually in-
volves conducting longitudinal studies of a particular survey area over a period of several years to
collect and analyze data for reports in academic journals. In contrast, the present project was con-
ducted as an organizational survey with a large group of researchers and assistant surveyors over a
period of several days on separate occasions. Compared to intensive field research over long peri-
ods of time, the quantity and quality of research data cannot be considered sufficient. However, the
experience of organizing a group of surveyors during a limited amount of time was difficult, but also
novel and stimulating. Ve surveyed a total of twenty areas, which would take an inordinate amount
time if only one person were conducting the study.

In this situation, the purpose of the research was the rapid collection of information concern-
ing the damage in each area, thus imposing a time limit on the survey period. Whether the research
is conducted immediately following the disaster or after some time, has passed, surveying the differ-
ent areas in a specific window of time since the earthquake and tsunami allows for comparisons of
differences in the damage. In order to adhere to this set time frame in survey areas that are spatially
separated, a focused purpose is needed along with an organized survey team.Through the adaption
of methods taken from research outside my area of specialty, | believe | have gained a new strategy
that will be useful in future research.

Another point | would like to address is that | felt the qualitative (un-structured) interviews
were socially significant and the information gained from them contained great validity. This was
made possible from the short-term, one-time nature of the research. In longitudinal surveys, the
complex meanings of culture are explained using models or expressed through “thick descriptions.”
For this study, the recorded interviews can be shared with the interviewees and is an effective
means of collecting data for a single event of great impact, and the record itself has strong social

value. The interviews that | put together were sought from interviewees and policy-makers in the
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regional government. This led me to realize that this survey method holds a very social component
and we undertake a responsibility by forming relationships with the survey areas, and | personally
found this aspect to be quite thought-provoking. Furthermore, this method requires the interviewer
to be flexible in relation to the way in which the interviewee responds when asking for information,
and the interviewer is also responsible for editing the records. | feel that this survey method for
information collection is a valuable technique that can be utilized by regional societies and the gov-
ernment. For these reasons, | believe it is necessary for researchers to communicate the effective-

ness of interview surveys.

Hiroki Takakura

Associate Professor of Center for Northeast Asian Studies, Tohoku University
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